
 

 

 

 

 

 

Plainfield Public Schools 

English Language Arts 

Curriculum Unit 

 

 
Grade/Course Grade Eleven / English III 
Unit of Study Unit Two: Reading Informational Text/ Writing Informative/Explanatory 

Texts 

Pacing  5 – 7 Weeks 
 
Unit 

Overview 

In this unit, students will focus on reading informational text and writing 
informative research pieces.  By the completion of this unit, students 

will have a better understanding of how to analyze and cite evidence to 
support their interpretation of informational text.   

 
In addition, students will develop research skills and learn how to 
formulate that research into an organized document.  After 

participating in a variety of activities to help develop these skills, 
students will produce a short research-based informational piece in 

order to demonstrate their mastery.  This informational piece satisfies a 
core requirement of the district student-writing portfolio. (W.CCR.2) 
 

 

UNIT STANDARDS 

PRIORITY STANDARDS 
 

Reading Literature 
 
RL. 11.1    Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant  

                  connections to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well 
                  as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text 

                  leaves matters uncertain. 
 
RL. 11.2      Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze 

                    their development over the course of the text, including how they  
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                    interact and build on one another to produce a complex account, and  
                   provide an objective summary of the text. 
 

RL. 11.3     Analyze the impact of the author's choices regarding how to develop 
                   and  relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how  

                   the action is ordered, how the characters are introduced and   
                   developed). 
 

RL. 11.4   Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the  
                 text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact  

                 of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including words with 
                 multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or  
                 beautiful. (e.g., Shakespeare as well as other authors.) 

 
RL. 11.6    Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view requires 

                 distinguishing what is directly stated in a text from what is really meant 
                  (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or understatement). 
 

 
Reading Informational Text 

RI.11.1  Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence (e.g. via  
                     discussion, written response, etc.), to support analysis of what the  
                     text says explicitly as well as  inferentially, including determining 

                     where the text leaves matters uncertain. 
RI.11.2 Determine two or more central ideas of a text and analyze their  

  development  and how they interact to provide a complex analysis;  
                     provide an objective summary of the text. 
RI.11.3 Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain  

  how specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over  
  the course of the text. 

RI.11.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a  
  text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings;  
  analyze how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term or 

  terms over the course of a text (e.g., how Madison defines faction in  
  Federalist No. 10). 

RI.11.5 Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author  
  uses in his or her exposition or argument, including whether the  
  structure makes points clear, convincing, and engaging. 

RI.11.6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the  
  rhetoric is particularly effective, analyzing how style and content  

  contribute to the power, persuasiveness or beauty of the text. 
 
Writing 

W.11.2  Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex  
  ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the  

  effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 



3 
 

 Plainfield Public Schools                               ELA Curriculum                                    Grade 11 Unit 2 

 

W.11.2a Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information 
  so that each new element builds on that which precedes it to create a 
  unified whole; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g.,  

  figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding    
  comprehension. 

W.11.2b Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and  
  relevant facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or  
  other information and examples appropriate to the audience’s   

  knowledge of the topic. 
W.11.2c Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major  

   sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships  
   among complex ideas and concepts. 
W.11.2e Establish and maintain a style and tone appropriate to the audience  

and purpose (e.g. formal and objective for academic writing) while 
attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which 

they are writing. 
W.11.2f         Provide a concluding paragraph or section that follows from and 

supports the information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating 

implications or the significance of the topic). 
W.11.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development,   

  organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and   
  audience. 
W.11.5 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising,  

  editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, or consulting a style  
manual (such as MLA or APA Style), focusing on addressing what is 

most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 
 
 

 

SUPPORTING STANDARDS 

 
Writing 
 

W.11.2d Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques 
   such as metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of  

  the topic. 
W.11.6  Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, share, and 
update writing products in response to ongoing feedback, including new 

arguments or information.  
W.11.8 Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital 

  sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and  
  limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose, and audience;  
  integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas,  

  avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and following a  
  standard format for citation  (MLA or APA Style Manuals). 

W.11.9b Apply grades 11–12 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g.,   
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  “Delineate and evaluate the reasoning in seminal U.S. texts, including the  
  application of constitutional principles and use of legal reasoning [e.g., in  
  U.S. Supreme Court Case majority opinions and dissents] and the   

  premises, purposes, and arguments in works of public advocacy [e.g., The 
  Federalist, presidential addresses]”). 

W.11.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection,  
  and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a 
  range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 
Speaking and Listening 

 
SL11.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one- 
            on-one, in groups, and teacher led) with  peers on grades 11–12 

 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own 
clearly and persuasively. 

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under 
study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and 
other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well- reasoned 

exchange of ideas. 
b. Collaborate with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision 

making, set clear goals and  assessments (e.g., student-developed rubrics), and 
establish individual roles as needed. 
c. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe 

reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic 
or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote 

divergent and creative perspectives. 
d. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, 
and evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when 

possible; and determine what additional information or research is required to 
deepen the investigation or complete the task. 

 
SL11.2 Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media 

 (e.g., visually, quantitatively,qualitatively, orally) in order to make informed 

decisions and solve problems, evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each 
source and noting any discrepancies among the data. 

SL11.3 Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, 
 assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of 
emphasis, and tone used. 

SL11.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and 
  logically. The content, organization, development, and style are appropriate to  

  task, purpose, and audience. 
 

Language 

 
L.11.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and  

usage when writing or speaking. 
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a. Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention, can change over 
time, and is sometimes contested. 

L.11.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

 punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
a. Observe hyphenation conventions. 

b. Spell correctly. 
L.11.3 Apply knowledge of language to make effective choices for meaning or style, and 

 to comprehend more fully when reading, writing, speaking, or listening. 

a. Vary syntax for effect; apply an understanding of syntax to the study of 
complex texts. 

L.11.4 4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grades 11–12 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a 
range of strategies. 

a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a 
word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or 

phrase. 
b. Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different 
meanings or parts of speech (e.g., conceive, conception, conceivable). 

c. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, 
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word 

or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, its etymology, or its 
standard usage. 
d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., 

by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary) 
L.11.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and  

nuances in word meanings. 
a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context and analyze 
their role in the text. 

b. Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations. 
L.11.6 Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and 

 phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and 
career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary 
knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or 

expression. 
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“UNWRAPPED” District Power Standards 

Reading Informational Text 
RI.11.1           Accurately CITE strong and thorough textual evidence (e.g. via  

discussion, written response, etc.) to SUPPORT analysis of what the text 
says explicitly as well as  inferentially, including  DETERMINING where the 

text leaves matters uncertain. 
 
RI.11.3 ANALYZE a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and EXPLAIN  

  how specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over the  
            course of the text. 

 
RI.11.4          DETERMINE the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a  
                      text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; ANALYZE  

                      how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term or terms over 
                      the course of a text. 

 
Writing 
W.11.2 WRITE informative/explanatory texts to EXAMINE and CONVEY complex  

  ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the  
  effective selection, or organization, and analysis of content. 

 

 

“Unwrapped” Skills 
(students need to be able to do) 

“Unwrapped” Concepts 
(students need to know) 

DOK 
Levels 

 

POWER STANDARD: RI.11.1 

CITE 
 

SUPPORT 
 
 

 
 

DETERMINE 

 Strong and thorough 
textual evidence 

 Analysis of what the text 
says 

o explicitly  

o inferentially 
 

 Where the text leaves 
matters uncertain  

3 
 

3 
 
 

 
 

4 
 

Students Can: 

 Draw inferences from informational text to make and support an analysis that 
goes beyond the obvious by using strong and thorough evidence. 

 Determine where the text leaves matters uncertain and be able to infer what 

happens next. 

 Support conclusions with explicit and implicit textual evidence. 

 Synthesize evidence from throughout the text to best support my conclusions. 

 Explain the relationship between analysis/inference/conclusion and textual 
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evidence. 

POWER STANDARD:RI.11.3 

ANALYZE 
 

 

EXPLAIN 

 Complex set of ideas 

 Sequence of events 
 

 how complex individuals, 

ideas or events interact 
and develop over the 

course of the text. 

3 
 

 
3 
 
 

 

Students Can: 

 Analyze a complex set of ideas or events through the sequencing of ideas and/or 
events and/or text structure. 

 Analyze connections drawn between the author's ideas and how those ideas are 
developed through the sequencing and/or structure (e.g., cause and effect, 

prioritizing, point by point). 

 Analyze the author's techniques for advancing ideas or events. 

 Analyze the sequence and/or structure of the text and it's effect on meaning. 

 Can analyze how specific text components interact and evolve as the text 
progresses. 

 
POWER STANDARD: W.11.2 

WRITE 
 

 

EXAMINE 

CONVEY 

 Informative/explanatory 

texts 
 

 Complex ideas, concepts, 

and information clearly 
and accurately through: 

o Effective selection 
o Organization 
o Analysis of 

content. 

 
 

 

3 
 
 

 

Students Can: 

 Select an informative/explanatory topic that can be reasonably explained or 
clarified within the space and time allotted. 

 Effectively organize complex ideas so that each new element builds on the 
previous idea in order to create a unified whole that communicates the author's 

purpose effectively. 

 Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting and synthesizing the most significant 

and relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, and quotations appropriate to the 
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audience's knowledge of the topic. 

 

 

 Unit Vocabulary Terms 

“Unwrapped” Power Standards 
Concepts 

Supporting Standards Concepts and 
Other Unit-Specific Terms  

 Cite 

 Textual evidence 

 Explicitly 

 Inference 

 Informational/explanatory 

 Convey 
 

 
 

 Central ideas 

 Complex analysis 

 Objective summary 

 Figurative 

 Connotative 

 Technical meanings 

 Key term 

 Exposition 

 Argument 

 Rhetoric 

 Style 

 Persuasiveness 

 Unified whole 

 Formatting 

 Graphics 

 Multimedia 

 Transitions 

 Syntax 

 

Essential Questions  Corresponding Big Ideas 

 
How do strong textual citations help 

support analysis of a text? 
 
 

 
 

How does analyzing a complex set of 
ideas or a series of structured events aid 
in comprehension? 

 
 

 
Why do we write informative/explanatory 
texts? 

 

 
Strong textual citations help support text 

analysis by making clear connections 
between the reader’s interpretations and 
what the text states both implicitly and 

explicity. 
 

Analyzing the complexity of ideas or 
sequence of events in a text allows the 
reader to understand how people, ideas, 

and events interact in relationship to a 
given topic or concept. 

 
When writing informative/explanatory 
texts, you can examine and convey 

complex ideas, concepts, and information 
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 clearly and accurately by carefully 
selecting, organizing, and analyzing 
relevant content.  

 

 

 

Engaging Learning Scenario 
 

 

Characters in literature often face many obstacles, both internally and externally.  In 

addressing the internal life of a character, the author may not always explicitly write about 

a mental health issue a character may have. It is our job as readers to “diagnose” these 

characters in order to gain a better understanding of them.   

Imagine that a character from a recent work we have read is about to be committed to a 

mental health treatment facility.  It is your job to research both the character and his/her 

supposed illness in order to write a report detailing the illness and the character’s 

symptoms.  Additionally, from your research, you will also recommend the treatment for 

that character.  Of course, a true mental health professional is the only one that can say 

for sure, but there is a lot of good information out there if a reader looks in the right 

places! 

 

District Assessments 
 

 

 
Unit 2 Pre-Assessment 

 

 

 
 

ELA Grade 11 Common Assessment  
 

(See district assessment calendar) 

 

 
 

Essential Questions Post-Assessment 
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Performance Task Synopses 
 

Task 1:  Read and analyze an article on a teenage mental health issue. 

 
Task 2: Research and report on the top mental health concerns among teenagers. 
 

Task 3:  Research and report on a possible mental health issue afflicting a character of your 
choice.  

 
Task 4:  Write a fully-detailed report discussing your character’s possible mental condition 
and possible treatments.  

 
 

 

Performance Task # 1 

In Detail 

 
Power Standards:  RI.11.1, RI.11.3, W.11.2 
 

Additional Standards: RI.11.2, RI.11.5 
     
 

Task 1 Detailed:  

 Read the article “Adolescent Angst or a Deeper Disorder? Tips for Spotting Serious 

Symptoms.” 

 Write an essay that explains what may cause teenage depression, how it can be 
recognized, and what types of treatment may be considered. Be sure to refer to 

ideas in the article as part of your explanation. 
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Performance Task # 1 Scoring Guide 

 

4 
 

3 
 

2 
 

1 
 

 Meets all 

proficient criteria, 
plus: 

  

 Demonstrates 

understanding of 
the ideas in the text 

 Uses textual 
evidence to 
develop and 

support explanation 
 Logical 

organization 
 Establishes and 

maintains formal 

style and objective 
tone 

 Precise word 
choice and varied 
sentences 

 Demonstrates 
command of 

standard English 
grammar, usage, 
capitalization, 

punctuation, and 
spelling 

 Meets _4_  

proficient 
criteria 

 Meets fewer 

than _4_ 
proficient 

criteria 
 Task to be 

repeated after 

re-teaching. 
 Comments: 

Key: 

4 – Exceeding the Standards 
3 – Meeting the Standards (Proficient) 
2 – Approaching the Standards 

1 – Below the Standards 
Interdisciplinary Connections and Related   

Standards 

Specific to Task #1 

21st Century Learning Skills 

Specific to Task #1 

 
 

 
 

 Check all those that apply for each task:  
X Teamwork and Collaboration 

X Initiative and Leadership 
X Curiosity and Imagination 
X Innovation and Creativity  

X Critical thinking and Problem Solving 
X Flexibility and Adaptability 

X Effective Oral and Written Communication 
X Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 



12 
 

 Plainfield Public Schools                               ELA Curriculum                                    Grade 11 Unit 2 

 

 

Performance Task # 2 

In Detail 

Power Standards: RI.11.1, W.11.2 

   
Task 2 Detailed: Research and report on the top three mental health concerns among 
teenagers.  Compile bar graphs and pie charts that substantiate your three choices. 

 

 Research the top mental health concerns among teenagers. Determine the top 

three issues based on your research. 

 Create a graphic that reflects the statistics you found. 

 Write a brief analysis of your findings. 

 

 
Performance Task # 2 Scoring Guide 

 

4 
 

3 
 

2 
 

1 
 

 Meets all 
“Proficient” criteria, 
plus: 

 
 Includes formatting 

and/or additional 
graphics to extend 
the topic. 

 
 Free of all spelling, 

grammar, and 

punctuation errors. 

 Researches 
major mental 
health concerns 

among 
teenagers. 

 Determines top 
three concerns 
based on 

research 
 Creates graphs 

that are relevant 

to topic at hand 
and support 

research 
findings 

 Writes a brief 

analysis of the 
findings 

 Supports 
analysis with 
textual 

evidence.  
 Establishes and 

maintains a 

 
  Meets _5__ 

Proficient 

criteria 

 Meets fewer 
than __5_ 
Proficient 

criteria. 
 Task to be 

repeated 
after re-
teaching. 

 Comments: 
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Key: 

4 – Exceeding the Standards 

3 – Meeting the Standards (Proficient) 

2 – Approaching the Standards 

1- Below Standard 

 

formal style and 

objective tone 
 Demonstrates 

command of 
standard 
English 

grammar, 
usage, 

capitalization, 
punctuation, 
and spelling 

 
 

 

Interdisciplinary Connections and 
Related Focus Standards 

Specific to Task #2 

21st Century Learning Skills 

Specific to Task #2 

  Check all those that apply for each task:  

 

❑ Teamwork and Collaboration 

X Initiative and Leadership 
X Curiosity and Imagination 

❑ Innovation and Creativity  

X Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

❑ Flexibility and Adaptability 

X Effective Oral and Written Communication 
X Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 
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Performance Task # 3 

In Detail 

 
Power Standards: RI.11.1, W.11.2 
   

Additional Standards: W.11.8 
 

Task 3 Detailed:   Research and report on a possible mental health issue afflicting a 
character of your choice.  

 Select your character (with your teacher’s approval) and the mental disorder they 

may be exhibiting (example: Does Hamlet have a major depressive disorder? Is the 
narrator of “The Black Cat” delusional? Are the girls in The Crucible suffering from 

mass hysteria or rye poisoning?) 

 Create a series of five questions about the disorder you feel your character may be 
displaying. 

 Questions should be posed that will add to your understanding of the causes of the 
health issue as well as solutions for addressing the problem. 

 Answer those questions by using no less than FOUR reliable sources (internet, 
print media) in addition to the primary text that includes the character. 

 Document all of the resources, recording the information you will need to create a 
bibliography (title, author, website, page number etc.) 

 Compose a brief report of your findings, declaring whether or not the research 

proves or disproves your character may indeed have a mental health condition. 
 

 
 

Performance Task # 3 Scoring Guide 

 

4 
 

3 
 

2 
 

1 
 

 Meets all 

“Proficient” 
criteria, plus: 

 
 Provides 

evidence of 

probing 
questions and 

follow-up 
questions on 
Q&A sheet 

 
 Uses domain-

specific 

 Composes five 

questions about a 
character’s mental 

health.  
 Provides a properly 

formatted 

bibliography that lists 
four reliable sources 

and the primary text 
 
 Introduces the topic 

and organizes ideas, 
concepts, and 

information so each 

 Meets _6__ 

Proficient 
criteria 

  Meets fewer 

than _6__ 
Proficient 

criteria 
 Task to be 

repeated after 

re-teaching. 
 Comments: 
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vocabulary 

correctly 

new element builds 

on that which 
precedes it. 

  Uses transitions to 
clarify relationships 
among complex 

ideas and concepts 
 Uses specific 

vocabulary 
 Establishes and 

maintains a formal 

style and objective 
tone 

 Provides a 
conclusion that 
follows from and 

supports the 
information 

presented 
 Demonstrates 

command of 

standard English 
grammar, usage, 
capitalization, 

punctuation, and 
spelling 

Key: 

4 – Exceeding the Standards 
3 – Meeting the Standards (Proficient) 

2 – Approaching the Standards 
1 – Below the Standards 
 

 
Interdisciplinary Connections and 

Related Focus Standards 

Specific to Task #3 

21st Century Learning Skills 

Specific to Task #3 

 
 
 

 Check all those that apply for each task:  

❑ Teamwork and Collaboration 

X Initiative and Leadership 
X Curiosity and Imagination 

X Innovation and Creativity  
X Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

❑ Flexibility and Adaptability 

X Effective Oral and Written Communication 

X Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 
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Performance Task # 4 

In Detail 

Power Standards: W.11.2 

 

Additional Standards: W.11.8 
 

Task 4 Detailed:  Now that you know more the mental health issue which may affect your 
character, write a fully detailed report about the condition your character may have, whether 

the text supports the hypothesis that they have the condition, and what the recommended 
treatment would be according to your research.  Use facts from the articles, official websites, 
government documents and the original text to support your ideas. 

 Use the information you have gathered in tasks 1, 2, and 3 to develop your ideas. 

 Draft a two- to three-page report documenting the possible condition, what text 

evidence supports your analysis, and what the recommended treatment might be. 

 Conduct a peer review before you revise your draft. 

 Publish a final report, including an MLA bibliography to verify your sources. 
 

 

Performance Task # 4 Scoring Guide 

4 
Advanced 

3 
Proficient 

2 
Partially Proficient 

1 
Basic 

 Meets all 

“Proficient” criteria, 
plus: 

 Includes formatting 

and/or graphics to 
enhance ideas in 

the text 
 

 Uses domain-

specific vocabulary 
accurately 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 Presents evidence of 

the writing process: 
draft, peer review, 
revisions, editing,  

final published piece 
 Introduces the topic 

and organizes ideas, 
concepts, and 
information so each 

new element builds 
on that which 

precedes it 
 Develops the topic by 

selecting most 

significant and 
relevant facts, 

definitions, concrete 
details, quotations, or 
other appropriate 

examples  
 Uses transitions to 

clarify relationships 

  Meets _6_ 

Proficient 
criteria 

  Meets fewer 

than  __6_ 
Proficient 
criteria 

 Task to be 
repeated after 

re-teaching. 
 Comments: 
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Key: 
4 – Exceeding the 
Standards 

3 – Meeting the 
Standards (Proficient) 

2 – Approaching the 
Standards 
1 – Below the 

Standards 

among complex 

ideas and concepts 
 Uses specific 

vocabulary 
 Establishes and 

maintains a formal 

style and objective 
tone 

 Provides a 
conclusion that 
follows from and 

supports the 
information 

presented 
 Demonstrates 

command of 

standard English 
grammar, usage, 

capitalization, 
punctuation, and 
spelling. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Interdisciplinary Connections and 
Related Focus Standards 

Specific to Task #4 

21st Century Learning Skills 

Specific to Task #4 

  Check all those that apply for each task:  
 

❑ Teamwork and Collaboration 

X Initiative and Leadership 
X Curiosity and Imagination 
X Innovation and Creativity  

X Critical thinking and Problem Solving 
X Flexibility and Adaptability 

X Effective Oral and Written Communication 
X Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 
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Research-Based Effective  
Teaching Strategies 

21st Century Learning Skills 

 Check all those that apply to the unit: 

 

X Identifying Similarities and Differences 

X Summarizing and Note Taking 

❑ Reinforcing Effort, Providing Recognition 

X Homework and Practice 

❑ Nonlinguistic Representations 

X Cooperative Learning 

X Setting Objectives, Providing Feedback 

❑ Generating and Testing Hypotheses 

X Cues, Questions, and Advance Organizers 

X Interdisciplinary Non-Fiction Writing 

 Check all those that apply to the unit: 

 
X Teamwork and Collaboration 
X Initiative and Leadership 

X Curiosity and Imagination 
X Innovation and Creativity  

X Critical thinking and Problem Solving 
X Flexibility and Adaptability 
X Effective Oral and Written Communication 

X Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 
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Differentiation Strategies 
(Additional Supports + Enrichment) 

Intervention Strategies 
 

 
Additional Supports: 

 Small group instruction 

 Varied questioning strategies 

 Various organizers 

 One-on-one teacher assistance 

 Peer tutoring 
 

 
Enrichments for Highly Capable Students 

 Challenge them to use only scholarly 

journals or medical journals for their 
reports 

 
 
 

 

 Direct/ explicit instruction 

 Additional time 

 Assistive technology 

 Advance organizers 

 Accommodations for learning styles 
or multiple intelligences  

 Adjust pace of lesson/ instruction 

 Modified instruction 

 Peer tutoring 

 Mandatory after school tutoring 

 Parent conference 

 Involvement of Guidance or Learning 

Specialist 

 Reassessment of lesson or teaching 
style 

 

 

Specially Designed Instruction for 

Special Education Students 

Strategies for  

English Language Learners 

 Additional time 

 Modified assignments appropriate to 

skills and ability 

 Change of pace 

 Small group work 

 Use of visuals or audio to enhance 

lessons 

 Scaffold information 

 Peer mentors 

 Allow extra response time 

 Cooperative learning groups 

 Building upon student’s prior knowledge 

 Checks for understanding (oral and 

written) 

 Visuals and graphic organizers 

 Connections to primary language and 
culture 

 Find shorter articles or simpler books 
about the content, with less difficult 
vocabulary   
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Standard: RI.11.1 
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well 
as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 
 
Learning Targets: Activities / Lessons DOK 

Level  
Resources 

Draw inferences from 
informational text to 
make and support an 
analysis that goes 
beyond the obvious 
by using strong and 
thorough evidence. 

Give students only a 
portion of an 
informational article, ask 
them to list them to list 
inferences and the 
evidence from the text 
that gave them those 
inferences. 

 
3 
 

http://cbl.ws.jordandistrict.org/files/20
12/10/Inferencing-Chart.pdf 
(inference chart) 
 
 

Determine where the 
text leaves matters 
uncertain and be 
able to infer what 
happens next. 

Use the listed video to 
help students use 
inference (video has 
instructions) 

 
4 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H
Di66yKKxDM (a video formatted to 
teach inference) 

Support conclusions 
with explicit and 
implicit textual 
evidence. 

Synthesize evidence 
from throughout the 
text to best support 
my conclusions 

Have students write a 
short piece (one to two 
paragraphs) about their 
take-away and 
conclusions after 
reading a text. 

3 http://www.palmbeachschools.org/m
ulticultural/documents/FramedParagr
aphs.pdf (page 8 has a worksheet 
geared towards writing conclusions 
from  inference) 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2
8fetkpjMjQ (for teachers- several 
other resources for evidence based 
conclusion activities) 

 

 

 

 

 

Lessons and Resources  

Grade Eleven 
Unit Two 
Power Standards RI.11.1, RI.11.3, RI.11.4, W.11.2 

http://cbl.ws.jordandistrict.org/files/2012/10/Inferencing-Chart.pdf
http://cbl.ws.jordandistrict.org/files/2012/10/Inferencing-Chart.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HDi66yKKxDM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HDi66yKKxDM
http://www.palmbeachschools.org/multicultural/documents/FramedParagraphs.pdf
http://www.palmbeachschools.org/multicultural/documents/FramedParagraphs.pdf
http://www.palmbeachschools.org/multicultural/documents/FramedParagraphs.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=28fetkpjMjQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=28fetkpjMjQ
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Standard: RI.11.3 

Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how specific individuals, ideas, 
or events interact and develop over the course of the text. 
 
Learning Targets: Activities / Lessons DOK 

Level  
Resources 

Analyze a complex 
set of ideas or 
events through the 
sequencing of ideas 
and/or events and/or 
text structure. 

Have students highlight 
and annotate the major 
ideas; “text mapping” 

3 http://toengagethemall.blogspot.com
/2013/03/text-mapping-again-and-
still-loving-it.html (geared towards 
middle school, but the blog can be 
used to get the idea and make it 
more appropriate for high school.) 

Analyze connections 
drawn between the 
author's ideas and 
how those ideas are 
developed through 
the sequencing 
and/or structure 
(e.g., cause and 
effect, prioritizing, 
point by point). 

Analyze the author's 
techniques for 
advancing ideas or 
events. 

Review the types of text 
structures and why 
each are effective in 
certain scenarios. 
 
After reading a piece of 
informational text, have 
students use the 
resource worksheet to 
analyze and chart the 
structure of the piece. 

3 http://education.illinoisstate.edu/dow
nloads/casei/5-09-
text%20str%20chart%20w-
frames2.pdf (text structure broken 
down and clearly explained) 
 
http://www.adlit.org/article/39554/  
(more in depth analysis and graphic 
organizers for text structure)  

Analyze the 
sequence and/or 
structure of the text 
and its effect on 
meaning. 

Can analyze how 
specific text 
components interact 
and evolve as the 
text progresses. 

 

After students have 
read a text, ask them to 
briefly discuss what 
would be unclear or 
different if the author 
had used a different 
structure 
 
Have students create a 
chart to demonstrate 
the finding of their 
discussions. 

3 Turn and Talk using the question 
posed. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://toengagethemall.blogspot.com/2013/03/text-mapping-again-and-still-loving-it.html
http://toengagethemall.blogspot.com/2013/03/text-mapping-again-and-still-loving-it.html
http://toengagethemall.blogspot.com/2013/03/text-mapping-again-and-still-loving-it.html
http://education.illinoisstate.edu/downloads/casei/5-09-text%20str%20chart%20w-frames2.pdf
http://education.illinoisstate.edu/downloads/casei/5-09-text%20str%20chart%20w-frames2.pdf
http://education.illinoisstate.edu/downloads/casei/5-09-text%20str%20chart%20w-frames2.pdf
http://education.illinoisstate.edu/downloads/casei/5-09-text%20str%20chart%20w-frames2.pdf
http://www.adlit.org/article/39554/
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Standard: W.11.2 

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and 
information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, or organization, and analysis of 
content. 
Learning Targets: Activities / Lessons DOK 

Level  
Resources 

Effectively organize 
complex ideas so 
that each new 
element builds on 
the previous idea in 
order to create a 
unified whole that 
communicates the 
author's purpose 
effectively. 

Have a mini lesson on 
using outlines to 
effectively prepare an 
informational paper. 
 
 

4 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l
XWMPbfKtUI (basic video on 
outlining) 

 
http://www.adlit.org/article/39554/  
(graphic organizers for text 
structure) 

Develop the topic 
thoroughly by 
selecting and 
synthesizing the 
most significant and 
relevant facts, 
definitions, concrete 
details, and 
quotations 
appropriate to the 
audience's 
knowledge of the 
topic. 

 

Have students read 
examples to analyze 
and understand how 
those authors structured 
and organized their 
essays 
 
Have a peer review of 
an outline to help weed 
out unnecessary 
information 
 
Have students review 
their notes an 
annotation of analyzed 
text to look for ideas, 
details, and facts that 
are mentioned 
continuously or in great 
detail. 
 
 

4 http://sociology.ucsd.edu/graduate/d
ocuments/DevelopingIdeasforYourE
ssay.pdf ( brief handout that 
reinforces many of the skills taught 
in this unit) 
 
http://www.westerntc.edu/writingcent
er/informative.asp (various 
examples of informative essays) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lXWMPbfKtUI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lXWMPbfKtUI
http://www.adlit.org/article/39554/
http://sociology.ucsd.edu/graduate/documents/DevelopingIdeasforYourEssay.pdf
http://sociology.ucsd.edu/graduate/documents/DevelopingIdeasforYourEssay.pdf
http://sociology.ucsd.edu/graduate/documents/DevelopingIdeasforYourEssay.pdf
http://www.westerntc.edu/writingcenter/informative.asp
http://www.westerntc.edu/writingcenter/informative.asp
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Additional Resources 

Texts Short Stories: 

 “The Black Cat” by Edgar Allan Poe 

 “A Rose For Emily” by William Faulkner 

 “The Yellow Wallpaper” by Charlotte Perkins Gilman 

 “The Fall Of the House Of Usher” by Edgar Allan Poe 
 

Novels 

 The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald 

 I Know This Much Is True by Wally Lamb 

 The Bell Jar by Sylvia Plath 

 Catcher In the Rye by J.D. Salinger 
 

Plays 

 The Crucible by Arthur Miller 

 Hamlet by William Shakespeare 
 

Enrichment 

resources for 

texts 

 http://www.shortstoryguide.com/short-stories-about-depression-mental-
illness/ (a list of short stories with characters displaying mental illness) 

 https://www.goodreads.com/shelf/show/mental-illness (a great list of high 
interest books if you would like your students to read something of their 
choice independently) 

 http://www.psychiatrictimes.com/schizoaffective/witchcraft-or-mental-illness 
(text and video about the psychology of The Salem Witch Trials) 

 http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/05/12/teaching-the-crucible-with-the-
new-york-times/?_r=0 (guide to teaching The Crucible) 

 http://www.webenglishteacher.com/black-cat-lesson-plans.html (resources for 
“The Black Cat”) 

 www.classzone.com (resources for “The Yellow Wallpaper” and “A Rose For 
Emily” 

Resources for 

Performance 

Tasks 

 http://www.jaapl.org/content/41/2/294.full (scholarly article on the psychology 
of Abigail Williams) 

 http://fitzgerald.narod.ru/critics-eng/mitchell-narcissist.html (article on 
Gatsby’s supposed narcissism)  

 Note taking worksheet (see attached document) 

 http://www.bustle.com/articles/24100-11-of-the-most-realistic-portrayals-of-
mental-illness-in-novels (a quick overview of characters with mental health 
disorders) 

 http://www.mentalhealthamerica.net/blog/mind-over-pop-culture-hamlet (a 
brief overview of mental health in Hamlet) 

 http://mh.bmj.com/content/28/2/92.full (a scholarly article on mental illness in 
Hamlet)  

http://www.shortstoryguide.com/short-stories-about-depression-mental-illness/
http://www.shortstoryguide.com/short-stories-about-depression-mental-illness/
https://www.goodreads.com/shelf/show/mental-illness
http://www.psychiatrictimes.com/schizoaffective/witchcraft-or-mental-illness
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/05/12/teaching-the-crucible-with-the-new-york-times/?_r=0
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/05/12/teaching-the-crucible-with-the-new-york-times/?_r=0
http://www.webenglishteacher.com/black-cat-lesson-plans.html
http://www.classzone.com/
http://www.jaapl.org/content/41/2/294.full
http://fitzgerald.narod.ru/critics-eng/mitchell-narcissist.html
http://www.bustle.com/articles/24100-11-of-the-most-realistic-portrayals-of-mental-illness-in-novels
http://www.bustle.com/articles/24100-11-of-the-most-realistic-portrayals-of-mental-illness-in-novels
http://www.mentalhealthamerica.net/blog/mind-over-pop-culture-hamlet
http://mh.bmj.com/content/28/2/92.full
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